TIME TO GET RADICAL

Tasmanian Racehorse Owners Association  (TROA)  promote and protects the interests of racehorse owners in Tasmania.

Financial members will be pleased to note that the amended Constitution was passed unanimously and has resulted in a reformatted version of one State body.
Following statewide call for nominations the following members were elected to represent members on the new Council,   members will serve an important function on many of the Industry Bodies.
Chairperson   - Alison Archer

Treasurer       - Alan Davison

Committee     - Tony Buissink, Jim Wimmer, Brendan Ellis, Terry Morris

Secretary       - Keith Butterworth

As Owners of the product that drives turnover, we not only deserve to have a reasonable return on our investment.  It is essential for the well being of racing in Tasmania.  A recovery on training costs in 90% of cases, of  less than 3% is not reasonable.

Much of the problem has to be laid at the door of Government and its administration arm TOTE and Tasracing and the system it underpins is outmoded, exploited to the hilt and simply not fit for the purpose.  Government while paying lip service to supporting us, has never appreciated racings worth to employment and the rural economy and done nothing about modernizing return on investment so that it delivers a fair return to owners who keep the horse racing industry afloat.

A racing funding crisis continues to deepen as income diminishes.  Prize money values for the coming season are forecast not to increase and prize money levels of most races will especially in the lower classes representing approx 60% of horses will struggle to match that of the previous year.

Go behind the glamour and glitz of major Cups and you find a different world where trainers, jockeys and breeders are struggling to stay in business, stable workers are losing their jobs and the rural economy in which racing plays such an important part is feeling the cold winds blowing on the Industry.

So yes, its time for owners and trainers to get radical.  Horseracing is still the core product of gambling.  Off couse we have a diminishing market share as the betting industry has diversified, but you only have to look in on any betting agency to know where the passion of most punters continues to be.

Ultimately this gives owners a great deal of power.  We are fast approaching the time when we must ‘use it’.

Less than 10% of registered owners are a member of TROA.  Our strength lies in our membership numbers .  So if you are not currently a member, I urge you to visit our website or email me direct on aussitas@netspace.net.au for an application form so that we have a voice in our future direction.

Keith Butterworth OAM

State Secretary – TROA..
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