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During the past racing season we saw dramatic changes occur through the restructuring of the Tasmanian Racing industry.

The decision to establish the Tasmanian Racing Board saw the abolishment of the Tasmanian Thoroughbred Racing Council.

TROA was a long time member of the Council where owners had a direct input into the decision-making processes of the thoroughbred industry

Whilst on the Council, TROA contributed to many improvements obtained in benefits that have flowed onto owners.

To highlight a few:

· Led the introduction of a Starters Incentive Scheme in the 1990’s where owners whose horses did not run first, second or third on race days, received an owners benefit of $70.00. This benefit increased in value over subsequent years. It was used to defray the costs to run a horse on a race day such as:

· Nomination and Acceptance fees

· Jockey fees

· Jockey Insurances

· Race Club costs

· In 2006 we were able to negotiate the removal of all the above race day costs, so that owners on race days did not have anything to pay. 

During this pass year, we have been fighting for the removal of the last of the race day costs, that being the $70.00 deducted from owners cheques for running first, second and third in a race, to pay jockeys insurance premiums. This has now been removed.

· Contributed to the obtainment of increases to prize money levels

· We have been able to have the SuperVobis bonuses increased significantly and spread over a wide range of races.

· TROA has held a position as a member of SuperVobis for some years and is still a member today

· On the communication front, a Newsletter was developed and sent to all Tasmanian owners, which was well received. We currently looking for a member who could assist in its future publication.

*
We also keep owners informed through a permanent spot in the Tasmanian Racing Calendar

*
The Association’s WebSite has been updated by Terry Morris that also features matters of interest to owners

· Membership drives have seen numbers increase over recent times. With the eventual advent of the Owners Card, as detailed further on in this report, all Tasmanian owners will become TROA members

The Tasmanian Racing Board has established an Industry Consultative Group of which TROA has representation

Through this forum together with submissions directly to Tasracing, we are able to put forward owner’s interests and concerns whilst making contributions to the Industry’s ongoing strategic plans

We currently have representation on the Programming Committee through which owner’s views can be injected.

TROA is continuing its work towards the day that all Tasmanian Racehorse owners will be issued with an Owners Card similar to the Card that owners are now enjoying on the mainland. It has many benefits not only for owners but for other industry participants with an emphasis on improved communication with all owners.

The State Council’s proposal is being put to members at this year’s Annual General Meeting to amend the Constitution to accommodate the future development of the Card here in Tasmania. 

Members support for the proposal is encouraged so that we achieve our goal of having the Card introduced eventually into Tasmanian racing.

Sponsorship of particular races at the Tote Racing Centre has continued this year with the support of the Launceston Office Committee

Also the “North West Horse of the Year Award” was again managed with great success and presented by Barry Milton, Chairman of TROA’s Devonport Office and his Committee

The successful Industry Forum event staged at the Tote Racing Centre in the previous year was again held this year which attracted owners and other industry participants from across the State and was enjoyed by all attending. Thanks to Alison Archer, Chairman of TROA’s Launceston Office and her Committee and the support received from The Tote and Tasmanian Breeders

On the national front, the Association, which is a founding member of the Australian Thoroughbred Racehorse Owners Council (ATROC), has been able to input into various national owner’s issues during the past year including matters such as:

· The Whip debate

· The jockeys claim on prize money

Both being satisfactorily resolved.

TROA supplied the inaugural Chairman of ATROC at its inception

The Association in Launceston last year hosted a successful national owners Conference.

My thanks to all the Council members for their support and in particular:

· To Keith Butterworth, State Secretary who has not had the best of years on the health front, 

· To Barry Milton who has managed our finances and membership records in an exemplary manner. He has held these roles for many years and he will be missed when he devotes his attention next year to another industry role he has taken on board. 

· To Terry Morris, our website manager who picked up the pieces of our website created some years ago and has done a wonderful job in establishing it as an important source of information for members

The Tasmanian racing industry has many issues to face in the immediate term and well into the future which include:

· The current state of our racetracks. We have been an advocate for an all weather track for some years now. We recently met with Tasracing voicing the concerns of owners not able to race their horses

· Our existing horse population levels and the industry ability to accommodate them with sufficient racing opportunities

· National issues that may have significant impact on revenue streams affecting our current levels of prize money. The successful recent claim by jockeys is one example that is impacting on current industry funding. There are other aspects currently being debated nationally that could impact negatively on us that Tasmania has little control over.

To meet the challenges ahead, the Association needs to go forward totally united and direct all its efforts in ensuring the interests of all Tasmanian thoroughbred racehorse owners are kept to the forefront of future decisions effecting racing here in Tasmania.
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